
 

For the benefit of the 

Post Office Box 1702                                                                  

Aiken, SC  29802 

VisitAikenSC.com 

 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
March 27-29, 2026 

Starting time: 8:30 a.m. daily 

Judge:  

Ms. Elizabeth Perry 
Ringoes, New Jersey  

www.AikenHorseShow.org 
 

In case of  inclement weather, please check the 
Hitchcock Woods Foundation’s Facebook page or 

call (803) 645-9945 

110TH ANNUAL 
AIKEN HORSE SHOW 



 

2026 AIKEN HORSE SHOW CORPORATE SPONSORS  

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

DIAMOND SPONSOR 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION’S 

LIFETIME PATRONS 
 

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation 
Mrs. Paddy Ann Burns 

Dr. Elizabeth Carey 
Edgar T. Cato Foundation, Inc. 

Ms. Elizabeth Darden 
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Foshee 

Mr. and Mrs. David Hathaway                                                    
and Hathaway Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Gibbs Herbruck 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hill 
Margaret Mellon Hitchcock Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hottensen 
Robert K. Johnson Foundation 

The Seymour H. Knox Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McNeil 

Mrs. George Ohrstrom, Jr. 
Mrs. Sally Patterson 

Mr. and Mrs. David Samson 
Security Federal Bank 

Mr. David Trachtenberg                                               
and Mr. Rick Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Tucker 
Wilson Family Foundation 

Mrs. Elizabeth Witham 
Yawkey Foundation  

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Colin Young 
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OFFICIALS 

Judge: Ms. Elizabeth Perry 

Show Directors: Mrs. Linda Knox McLean and Ms. Hallie Anderson 

Show Advisor : Mr. Andrew Ellis 

Show Announcer: Mr. Brian Lookabill 

Show Secretary: Mrs. Martha Lookabill  

Course Designers: Mr. John Abbott and Mr. Richard Lamb 

Ring Stewards: Mr. Walker Spruell and Mr. Loughlin Anderson   

Ribbons and Trophies: Ms. Hallie Anderson, Ms. Mary Kule,                                       

and Ms. Brooklin Londo                                                           

Luncheon Tent Coordinators: Mrs. Patricia Corey, Mrs. Jane Hottensen,                      

  Mrs. Sara McNeil, and Mrs. Perri Castles 

Tent Decor: Mrs. Jane Hottensen 

Silent Auction: Mrs. Perri Castles, Mrs. Mallory Holley, and Ms. Malia Bybee 

Merchandise Sales: Mrs. Sarah Bridges and Mrs. Kathy Brown 

Memorial Gate Greeters: Mrs. Lucy Knowles, Mr. Howard Hickey,                                    

and Mrs. Sara Wood  

Parking Coordinators: Mr. Nick Bridges and Mr. Rip Russell 

In-Gate Coordinator: Ms. Brooke Miller 

Program: Mrs. Nancy Johnson and Mrs. Gail King 

Show Veterinarian: Southern Equine Service 

Show Farrier: Mr. Chris McElyea 

Show Photography: A & S Photography 



 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

We welcome you to the 110th Aiken Horse Show in Hitchcock Woods and invite 
you to take part in one of  Aiken’s most historic and beloved events. 
 

To preserve our grass footing, schooling in the show arena is not permitted. 
Hand-walking is allowed daily from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Schooling fences will 
be provided in the designated schooling area. Classes and divisions may be split, 
combined, or canceled at the discretion of  management. 
 

If  you have never shown in the Aiken Horse Show in Hitchcock Woods and 
would like help with logistics, course expectations, etc., as well as tips to make 
your experience more enjoyable for you and your horse, please call Hallie                   
Anderson at (803) 645-9945. 
 

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation and the show management will not be        
responsible for any accident, loss, or damage to any animal, person, or property. 
Exhibitors agree to hold the Hitchcock Woods Foundation and show manage-
ment harmless and to indemnify them against any claims or legal proceedings 
arising from such incidents.. 
 

Trailer parking is available at the Stable on the Woods parking lot (2200 Dibble 
Rd.), the “Wavy Wall” on South Boundary Avenue below the museum,  and the 
Green Boundary field. Water will be available at the ring for horses; please bring 
your own bucket.    
 

The Aiken Horse Show in the Woods is truly a show like no other, and we look 
forward to welcoming you March 27-29, 2026. 

 

Linda Knox McLean       Hallie Anderson 

                       Show Directors 
 

 

**Admission donation supporting trail maintenance:                  
$10 per car/per day or $25 for all three days.                                            

Parking passes may be purchased in advance at the office    
March 23-26 or at the entrance gate on show days.** 
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*Concessions provided daily by                            
Farm Fresh Twisted Sandwiches & Bowls * 

 

*Tent, Garden, and Ringside Bars will                                      
open daily at 11:00 am* 

 

*Merchandise Tent will be                                                    
open daily from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm* 

 

*Silent Auction will be                                                          
open daily from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm* 

 

*Silent Auction will                                                              
close on Sunday at 2:00 pm* 

PLEASE scan QR code to help Hitchcock Woods                     

receive tourism funding.                                                           

We really appreciate your help! 
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HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Joanna Dunn Samson, Chairman 

Robert Abernethy 

Larry E. Byers  

Courtney W. Conger 

Patricia E. Corey 

Howard M. Hickey, Jr. 

Mallory Holley 

Jane Hottensen 

 

Lucy M. Knowles 

Linda Knox McLean 

Sara E. McNeil 

Jessica Miller 

Harry E. Shealy, Jr., Ph.D. 

Timothy W. Simmons 

Rolf  Turnquist 

Sara S. Wood 
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HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION STAFF 
 

Executive Director: Dr. Mary Katherine Philipp 

Woods Superintendent: Mr. W. Bennett Tucker 

Assistant Woods Superintendent: Mr. Eric Grande 

Education and Grants Coordinator: Ms. Heather Levy 

Communications and Marketing Specialist: Mrs. Nancy Johnson 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Karen Peters 

Finance Administrator: Mrs. Nancy Rogers 

Woods Resource Steward: Mr. Blair Hodges 
 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
• Entry eligibility is at the discretion of show management. 

• Riders and horses must pre-enter by March 26, 2026. A $30 late fee per horse applies after March 26. 

• All riders must sign a "hold harmless release" and leave a signed blank check at the Secretary's stand 
to receive a number. 

• Proof of current Coggins and vaccinations must be presented at check-in. 

• No scratches after class begins. 

• Foxhunters, Junior Foxhunters, Junior Hilltoppers, and Hilltoppers must have a letter of qualification 
from the Master of their hunt, stating that the horse and rider combination has been out hunting 
three times this season in comparable flights. The qualification form is in the Prize List and is                   
available on the Aiken Horse Show website: www.aikenhorseshow.org/letter of qualification. 

• Protective headgear is mandatory at all times when mounted. Riders must have a properly fitted 
ASTM-SEI approved helmet. Top hats and bowlers are not permitted. 

• Proper attire is required for all classes. Braiding is appreciated. 

• Martingales are prohibited in all under saddle classes. 

• Anyone paid to ride, exercise, or instruct is not eligible to compete in the Amateur Divisions. 

• Classes may be split, combined, or cancelled at the discretion of show management. 

• Each obstacle will have a high and a low side. All entries in the Foxhunter Division must                        
jump the high side. 

• The dotted line may be enforced; please refer to course diagrams. 

• No horse or pony may be tied to the ring railing. 

• No vans or trailers are permitted in the Woods. 

• Any rider found schooling in the ring after March 1st will be disqualified. 

• All horses must be serviceably sound and may be required to jog for soundness.  

Point Calculations 

• Championships will be awarded in divisions with three or more entries using the following              
tabulation: 1st- 10 points, 2nd- 6 points, 3rd- 4 points, 4th- 2 points, 5th- 1 point, 6th– 1/2 point.  

• Only the top four horses/riders over fences will be eligible for under saddle points. 
• The horse and rider combination with the highest total points will be Champion; the second highest  

will be Reserve Champion.  
• In the event of a tie, the horse and rider combination with the highest number of points over fences 

will be declared Champion. 

 

 Aiken Saddlery Grand Champion of the Day will be awarded to the horse/rider combination with 
the highest number of points in a single, three-class division that includes over fences classes. In the 
event of a tie, the rider with the most points over fences will be Champion. 

 Hunter OTTB High Point will be awarded to the OTTB with the most points for the day. 

 Foxhunter OTTB High Point will be awarded to the OTTB with the most points for the day. 

 Leading Open Rider — Rider with the most points in the Open Division. 

 Leading Amateur Rider — Rider with the most points in the Amateur Division. 

 Future Hunter Classic — Rider’s first course score and classic score are added together for placing. 

 

 

NO DOGS permitted in the tent.     

  ALL DOGS on the show grounds must be leashed and cannot be left unattended.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

ABSOLUTELY NO SMOKING IN HITCHCOCK WOODS 

4 



 

2026 CLASS LIST 
 

During the days of  the show, for questions about the progress of                                 
the schedule, please call Hallie Anderson at (803) 645-9945.  

* Entry Deadline March 26 — Late Fee: $30 per horse *  

 
Friday 8:30 a.m. 
     
1) $750 Aiken Hounds Welcome Stakes — Entry Fee: $75  Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9” or                    

3’-3’3”. Open to all. 
 
Open Hunter Division — Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately    
2’6”-2’9” or 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies.  
2)  Open Hunter Under Saddle 
3)  Open Hunter Over Fences 
4)  Open Hunter Over Fences 
   Open Hunter Championship Presentation 
   Leading Open Rider 
 

*Five Minute Break* 

 

Adult Hunter Division — Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately           
2’6”-2’9” or 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies ridden by an Amateur 18 years and older. 
5)  Adult Amateur Hunter Under Saddle 
6)  Adult Amateur Hunter Over Fences 
7)  Adult Amateur Hunter Over Fences 
   Adult Amateur Hunter Championship Presentation 
   Leading Amateur Award 
 

*Five Minute Break* 

 

8) $1000 Aiken Horse Show Open Handy Hunter Stakes — Must Qualify — No Entry Fee           
Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9” or 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies placing 1st-6th in over- 
fences classes 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7. 

  Best Turned Out Hunter 
  Hunter Off-the-Track Thoroughbred High Point Award 
  Aiken Saddlery Grand Championship Presentation 
 

Saturday 8:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Walk, Trot Division — Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Open to Children 
12 years and Under. Riders may not cross-enter except in Family, Pairs, or Costume classes. 
9)  Children’s Walk, Trot Under Saddle 
10)  Children’s Walk, Trot Equitation 
11)  Children’s Walk, Trot Pleasure 
      Children’s Walk, Trot Championship Presentation 
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We Need Your Items! 

Things like: 

SILENT AUCTION 

 Art 

 Antiques 

 Equestrian items 

 Timeshares 

 Vacation homes 

 Trips 

 Unique experiences  

If  you have items to donate, please call the                              
Hitchcock Woods Foundation office at (803) 642-0528                   

or Mallory Holley at (706) 829-8396.     

 

All visitors are welcome to view and bid on silent                       
auction items in the big tent. You can also bid                                      

remotely through the secure bidding site (Click Bid)                     
by scanning this QR code. 



 

INDIVIDUAL LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS 

Friday Individual lunch reservation $50 

Saturday Individual lunch reservation $175 

Sunday Individual lunch reservation $200 

 

If you have any questions about any of our sponsorship/individual opportunities,                             
please call the Hitchcock Woods Foundation office at (803) 642-0528, or 

email info@hitchcockwoods.org. 

 

 

Corporate Sponsorships 

If you are interested in supporting the Aiken Horse Show and Hitchcock Woods through a 

corporate sponsorship, please call the Hitchcock Woods Foundation office at (803) 642-0528.  

    

 

 
**Admission donation supporting trail maintenance:      

$10 per car/per day or $25 for all three days.                                            
Parking passes may be purchased in advance at the office    

March 23-26 or at the entrance gate on show days.** 
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Children’s Walk, Trot, Canter Division — Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Open to              
Children 17 years and under. Riders may not cross-enter except in Family, Pairs, or Costume classes. 
12)   Children’s Walk, Trot, Canter Under Saddle 
13)   Children’s Walk, Trot, Canter Equitation 
14)  Children’s Walk, Trot, Canter Pleasure 
     Children’s Walk, Trot, Canter Championship Presentation 
 
Open Pleasure Division — Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Open to all horses and ponies, 
judged on suitability and way of going. Rider and horse combinations may not cross-enter in classes 
over fences exceeding 2’. 
15) Open Pleasure Walk, Trot, Canter Under Saddle 
16) Open Pleasure Walk, Trot, Canter Equitation 
17) Open Pleasure Walk, Trot, Canter Pleasure 
  Open Pleasure Championship Presentation 
 
18)    Open Walk, Trot Pairs — Entry Fee: $50/pair Open to all horses and ponies. 
 

*Five Minute Break-Course Change* 

  

Junior Future Hunter Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately 2’. Open to all horses 
and ponies ridden by Juniors 17 years and under. Rider and horse combinations may not cross-enter in  
classes over fences exceeding 2’. 
Adult Future Hunter Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately 2’. Open to novice 
horse/pony and/or rider. Adults18 years and older. Rider and horse combinations may not cross-enter 
in  classes over fences exceeding 2’. 
19) Junior Future Hunter Under Saddle 
20) Adult Future Hunter Under Saddle 
21) Junior Future Hunter Over Fences 
22) Junior Future Hunter Classic 
23) Adult Future Hunter Over Fences 
24) Adult Future Hunter Classic 
      Hunter Classic Presentation 
      Junior Future Hunter Championship Presentation 
      Adult Future Hunter Championship Presentation 
 

*Five Minute Break-Course Change* 

 

25)   Leadline (not to begin before 12:00 noon) — Entry Fee: $25 Open to children ages 7 years                
 and under.  

26)    Family Class — Entry Fee: $50 Open to members of the same extended family. Walk, Trot.  
27)    Therapeutic Riding Class Open to all riders participating in a therapeutic riding program. 
 Walk, Trot. Leaders and Side Walkers are permitted. 
28) Costume Class (Group and Individual awards presented) — Entry Fee: $25 Open to all.          
  
Junior Horse/Pony Hunter Division Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9”              
or 3’-3’3”. Open to any horse or pony ridden by a Junior 17 years and under. Riders may not cross-
enter into Children’s or Pleasure classes. 

29)    Junior Horse/Pony Hunter Under Saddle 
30)   Junior Horse/Pony Hunter Over Fences                                                                               
31)    Junior Horse/Pony Hunter Over Fences 
         Junior/Horse Pony Hunter Championship Presentation 
  Sportsmanship Award 
  Pony Club High Point Award 
  Best Child Rider on a Horse 
  Best Child Rider on a Pony 6 



 

 

*Five Minute Break* 

 

32) $500 Aiken Horse Show Junior Handy Hunter Stakes — Must Qualify — No Entry Fee               
Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9” or 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies placing 1st-6th in over- 
fences classes 30 and 31. 

   Hunter Off-the-Track Thoroughbred High Point Award 
   Best Turned Out Hunter 
   Aiken Saddlery Grand Championship Presentation 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
 

Junior Foxhunter Hilltopper Division  (17 and under)— Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  
Foxhunter Hilltopper Division — Entry Fee: $150; Single Class: $60  Open to all qualified (completed 3 
hunts this season) Hilltoppers. Rider and horse combinations may not cross-enter in classes over    
fences exceeding 2’. 
May be asked to hold hard, dismount, or back. Junior Hilltopper is 17 years and under. 
33)   Junior Foxhunter Hilltopper Under Saddle 
34)  Foxhunter Hilltopper Under Saddle 
35)  Junior Foxhunter Hilltopper Handy Working 
36)  Foxhunter Hilltopper Handy Working 
37)  Foxhunter Hilltopper Pairs (Open) 
  Junior Hunter Hilltopper Championship Presentation 
  Foxhunter Hilltopper Championship Presentation  
  Judge’s Choice  
  Best Turned-Out Hilltopper 
  Most Improved Hilltopper Award 
 
38)   Gentleman’s Hunter Under Saddle Challenge — Entry Fee $50 Open to all Gentleman.     
   Walk, Trot, Canter. 
39)    Ladies Hunter Under Saddle Challenge — Entry Fee $50 Open to all Ladies. Walk, Trot,      
   Canter. 
40)  $350 Philipp-Anderson Under Saddle Challenge  Must Qualify — No Entry Fee                        

 Open to all horses and ponies placing 1st-6th in classes 38 and 39. 
 

*Five Minute Break* 
 

Sidesaddle Division — Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Open to all horses and ponies ridden by ladies 
of any age. Walk, Trot, Canter and Over Fences (no higher than 2’6”) To be judged on way of going 
and suitability, formal hunt  appointments will be judged 25% in the Under Saddle. Performance under 
saddle and over fences will be judged 50/50 in Hunter Hack.  
41)   Sidesaddle Formal Under Saddle 
42)   Sidesaddle Hack 
43)   Sidesaddle Over Fences 
  Sidesaddle Championship Presentation  
  Best Turned Out Sidesaddle 
  Judge’s Choice  
 
44) $250 Aiken Driving Club Silver Fox Challenge — Entry fee $50  Open to riders 55 and over. 

Shown at a Walk, Trot, Canter, and Hand Gallop. Judged 80% on suitability, way of going, and              
manners, and 20% on turnout.  

  Best Turned-Out Silver Fox 
 Best Vintage Attire 

Saturday continued 
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

  Longleaf  Pines: $3,500 

(Limited Number) Front Row table for eight (8) in the Hitchcock Tent with luncheon             

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Includes 2 tickets to the Welcome Cocktail Party on                      

Thursday night. 

Loblolly Pines:                                                                                                                    

Best Available table for eight (8) in the Hitchcock Tent with luncheon. Includes 2 tickets             

to the Welcome Cocktail Party on Thursday night.                                                                                                                

Saturday: $1,400       Sunday: $1,600    

Show Sponsorships:                                                                                                           

Each of the following sponsorships include 2 tickets to the Welcome Cocktail Party                             

on Thursday night. 

• Division Sponsor: $1,200                                                                                                   

(Limited Number) Includes one parking pass and four (4) Friday individual lunch tickets. 

• Show Benefactor: $1,200                                                                                               

Includes one parking pass and four (4) Friday individual lunch tickets.  

• Jump Sponsor:  $1,000                                                                                                        

(Limited Number) Sponsor’s name to appear on sign at jump.                                          

• Class Sponsor: $400                                                                                 

(Limited Number)  

• Award Sponsor: $400                                                                                

(Limited Number)  

• Friend of  the Show: $350 

Welcome Cocktail Party in the Tent: $125                                                                            

 Thursday Night — Additional party tickets may be purchased.  
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LETTER OF QUALIFICATION 

 

 I, ___________________________, wish to qualify for the Junior                

Foxhunter, Foxhunter or Hilltopper Division of  the Aiken Horse Show                          

in the Hitchcock Woods. 

In order to do so, my horse/pony _________________________ and I                 

must have hunted (horse and rider combination) three times with a recog-                       

nized pack this season, and I must hand in this signed Qualification Letter                

with my show entry form.   

The Horse/Rider combination must have hunted at least three times                

in a flight comparable to the Division Entered. Foxhunters and Junior                  

Foxhunters must have hunted at least three times in a flight over                             

fences. 

 

          DATE                          HUNT                     MASTER'S SIGNATURE 

 

 

1)_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2)__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3)_________________________________________________________ 

 

Which hunt are you representing?  

 

  _________________________________________________________ 
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Foxhunter Division — Entry Fee: $150; Single Class: $60  Fences approximately 3’-3’3”.  Open to all            
qualified (completed 3 hunts this season in a jumping flight) foxhunters 18 years and older. To be 
judged on way of going, brilliance, and suitability to rider. May be asked to gallop, hold hard, dismount, 
and/or lead over a fence. May not cross-enter in the Hilltopper Division. Must jump the high side           
of fences. 
45)  Foxhunter Under Saddle 
46)  Foxhunter Over Fences 
47)  Foxhunter Handy Working 
  Foxhunter Championship Presentation  
  Aiken Hounds Master Trophy 
  Best Turned-Out Foxhunter 
  Judge’s Choice 
  Jean Schlichte Mentor Trophy 
 
48) $1500 Security Federal Bank Foxhunter Stakes Must Qualify — No Entry Fee                                                      
Fences approximately 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies placing 1st-6th in over- fences classes 46 
and 47. Must jump the high side of fences. 
49)  Foxhunter Pairs — $50/pair; ($25 billed to each competitor)  
50)  Foxhunter Teams — $75/team ($25 billed to each competitor)  
  Highpoint Hunt Award 
 
Junior Foxhunter Division — Entry Fee: $125; Single Class: $50  Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9” or          
3’-3’3”. Open to all qualified (completed 3 jumping flight hunts this season) ages 17 years and under.  
To be judged on way of going, brilliance, and suitability for a junior rider. May be asked to gallop, hold 
hard, dismount, and/or lead over a fence. May not cross-enter in the Junior Hilltopper Division. 
51)   Junior Foxhunter Under Saddle 
52) Junior Foxhunter Over Fences 
53)   Junior Foxhunter Handy Working 
  Junior Foxhunter Championship Presentation 
  Best Turned Out Junior Foxhunter 
 
54) $500 Junior Foxhunter Stakes Must Qualify — No Entry Fee                                                      

Fences approximately 2’6”-2’9” or 3’-3’3”. Open to all horses and ponies placing 1st-6th in over- 
fences classes 52 and 53. 

  Foxhunter Off-the-Track Thoroughbred High Point Award 
  Aiken Saddlery Grand Championship Presentation  
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for supporting the Aiken Horse Show. Your participation 

helps preserve Hitchcock Woods and its legacy for 

generations to come. 

THANK YOU 
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